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Kerala come back from two sets
down to beat TN and top group

Wil Kriuhman | masgroug. com

Chennal: Hoste Tamil Nady sguar-
dared n 24 lead togodown o Kl 26
90051, TE5, 0605, 15 00| a nad -t
ingenconeras the Nehrn Indoor Sta-
dium e on Mondag, While botl
tisams hve:

qualiliedfoe thequorterdl-

nals from Growp B tap three teams
fromeach proupget adicectentry tto
the quarters). Tamil Nadu hawn't
i 1 vy for thensalves gaing for-
ward having fnished thivd in Group B
with fosr paints. Kerala, meawhile,
[rishid an tog ol Group B with ekght
points under thedr heli.

In'vomirast o their previous two
matches, TH actually started oo the
fraut foot un iy edcasion and didn't

mjﬂr breathing M as
Tirst twn sets

vy Kumar, w hn hndﬂnida Iﬂwlal

rode in TN viclory sgainst Amdhra
Pradesh an Sumday, was ooce agadn &1
thit Ferefront, winming crocisl points
T e fiot ey wth bl rodezss plany b s
v laln Jaooh, oo, shiwed sigms of
pettieg back bo his bist, which lsagood
sign for T if they are toadd o their
nine natbonal tithes this year.

Facing & 02 defilt, Keraks suddin

Iy seemied tecome tolife, Pechaps irn-
ieally, [ was C Jeronse Vinkth, original
Iy from Tamil Nadi, whi was at the
hisrt of Reralo's cameback The &5
veur-old produoeed & seintillating dis
play rplitie with smashes and fero-
ploms serves, beiping Kerala make it
23 in the process. Even whon thire
wika ilrop in ke livel of THS play of
tor the seconid set. Proseen 5dn't et i
SpLIL oy Lo Ints gEme wne e T in
{he huntall thaway throagh

Asowas W be spected berwesn
sides 05 closely matched as thess twn,
the £k et wene right down o the

wire. Eventually it wag the irilliance

smash that the hosts had no sneser (0.

Indorestinghe  however  Kernls
hesed coaich K Abdul Nazer foit Jersnie
was & notch be two bedow his sl
b, “Rerosne b sctually capable of
much more. He hisd played ik b
fierin theflrat iwo games. |l e azpro
e s st Ty the coming days. i il
koot o the tenm's chasess, " Nazer
safil, Asked whether he had g i
bopes of his iram stagieg 2 mosebad
wihim they wete 013 down, Newee add-
d: Mot ot all. There was no quesiion
of giving wp With this trums we m
winfromanywhern

Meaanwhiliy the Tamil Nadu wom-
ey’ o also suffiered o defies at i
bands of Kerala e Mondiy luwing
camprehimnenely 1425, .25, 335
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Kerala makes short
work of Tamil Nadu

VOLLEYBALL/ Demolishes a isconcerted hostin stratght sets

S Prasanmn VERKATESAN

CHENNAE Kerala mde light
work of Tamil Nadu witha 25-
14, 25401, 259 straight-set win
imehe women's group B nsaich
of the senior National volley-
ball championship on Monday
m; Nehry indoor stadium

throughont. lta play was

. frantic for the mast part with

the players playing in discon-
cert;and thus undecided a5 to
howmppwmhllnhdmit

and sirke, There were
shsbhy plays aplenty to show

lnd::tmm. M. Sandhiya,

unsurcwhetherto spikeoe tap,

lied & meek touch on the
all o it 1o it the net, This,
aftet she had jumped and had
the fagility for & full-blown
spike. Keralawas 10-3 ahead at
that shage.

Tamil Nadu struggled with
its positioning, leaving court
space uncovered, especially
back-court, And Kerala ex-
pinited it Sensing that Taml
Nadu's D Ratha, stationed at
the back wasn't In fine touch,
Kerala's I\ Reshma and §.
Rekha hit the ball at and
argund her repeatedly.

So mueh 50, thar Ratha was
seplaced by K-, Anuares, wio
did marginally better. Inde-
cision showed  prominently
when, at6-15 down, the players
gathered round the falling ball
and et it ground with eich ex-
pecting the othér o take it

uch effort wis expended,
and focus fine-tuned. on keep-

Tal Nadu was. insipid

FRANTIC: Tarnl Nadu's insipid performance and indecision on
court was taken advantage of by the Kerala women.
= PRI B KOTH RAMRLIKGAM

Tamil Nadu men
have a good start,
winning the first two
sets hefore losing
the next three

ing the ballin play, that o bet-
ter could bedone toaitackas it
managed 11 points in- the
serond set,

Tnithe third, eut of despara-
fion o gave isell from a
straight-sets defear, it looked
to muster & better attack, But it
didnt halp that Kerala com-
Bied well in pairs to block st
the net.

TamilNadu men had a good
start versus Eerala, winning

the first two sets 25-20, 2521 =
Maveen Raja Jacob; Shelton
Mases, anid K. Praveen Kumar
lyed well at the net — but it
went down in the last theee
14 22-15, 16-38, and 1820,

The results (day thrae); Man:
Group A Rafasthan ot Ut Pracissh
105, 025, 3523, 2516, 154, e
dian Rahways bt Punjih 2523, £33
2521 Group B Kerdla bt Tamil Nadu
W5 1, 1500, 256, BME
Services bt Ancha Pradesh 15-1,
135,195, 21, 164,

Women: Graup A: Meharashira
bt Ardhea Bradech 17-25, 25:16, 25
1, 358 Inian Ralways bt Wost
fengal 2540, 253, 25T Group B
Telangan bt Funigh 2542, 2507,
T5-10: Merala ot Tamil Mady T5:14,
Bl 54,
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il Nadu men roar back
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