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Vd]leyba]_l
league all
set for April .

relaunch

ABHISHEK BAADKAR
BENGALURU, JAN, 7

After a four-year hiatus since
its inception, the 'Indian
Volleyball League is set for a
rebirth. According to K
Nanda Kumar, the General
Secretary, Karnataka
Vol Assoclation, wtihtﬁ

to launch the event in

The second edition of the
Indian Volleyball League will
be better and we will make it
more popular,” Nanda Kumar
said on Thursday -
The six-team affair will be

Rl on e lne of ihe

Pradesh bt Andhra Pradesh 21-
25, 25-21, 25-21, 19-25, 15-1L.
Uttarakhand bt Rajasthan 25-19,
20-25, 27-25, 25-19. Women:
Karnataka bt Haryana 25-16, 25-
21, 25-14. Andhra Pradesh bt

Wﬁﬂ-ﬂ. 25-14, 25-19. ;
. @F line-up: Men: Kerala vs
o Uttarakhand, Tamil Nadu vs UP,




Railways defend their crown

SANDEEP MENON
BENGALURU, JAN. 10

Indian Railways ensured
that the titles remained in

their own cabinet after - [}

both the men's and
women's team defeated
Kerala in their respective
finals of the Senior
National Volleyball
Championships at a
packed Sree Kanteerava
Indoor Stadium, on
Sunday

The Railway men had to
battle tooth. and nail
against Kerala before com-
ing out winners with a 19-
25, 27-25, 25-20, 20-25, 16-14
verdict in two hours and
10 minutes while the
women's team rallied to
win 19-25, 25-21, 25-20, 25
17.

There were some ugly
scenes at the end of the
men’s final as Jerome
Vinith and Ragesh KG
protested with some phys-
ical force. With the referee
having given a writien
complaint, the duo are
likely to face some conse-
quences,

Kerala started the
stronger and showed per-
fect tandem of attack and
defence as they took the
first set with relative ease,

The defending champi-
ons came back strong in
the second and zoomed to
a 97 lead before their
opponents mounted a
comeback, with Vinith
and Akhin GS coming
good, to go ahead 21-19.

Relentless, Railways used
the short ball tactic to save
three set points before
Prabhagaran smashed his
way to level the tie.

The third set was anoth-
er close affair with the
teams level at 19-19 before
mistakes from Akhin and
Ratheesh KS propelled
Railways to a 2-1 lead.

With their backs against

the wall, Kerala, as they

have sh?ﬁ time and
again in the tournament,
pulled off all the stops in
the fourth set to force the
decider:

Keeping with the script,
it was yet another tight
battle as the teams

exchanged leads and
stayved level until a bad
first touch by Kerala was
taken advantage of by
Bharnidharan to edge
Railways 14-13 ahead.

Kerala, who would sure-
ly have felt some guestion-
able decisions went
against them, fought hard
and saved one match point
but lost out when the first
referee Sanjay Kumar
deemed Rohith P had over-
reached at the net, much
to the delight of the
Railway men.

Elghtl"ll straight
crown for women
Earlier, Railways women's

Ra:lwayrs Exult aftﬂr henting Keraia in the fi ﬂal of thE E4th seniﬂr natiunal vulleyball
championship in Bengaluru on Sunday.

— SHASHIDHAR B

team also claimed their
J0th, and eighth straight,
title.

Kerala rode on their
defensive prowess of Tiji
Raju and Sruthi M to take
the first set. But Railways
recovered from losing a
set for the first time'in the
championship to rally.
Results: Men: Final:
Railways bt Kerala 19-25,
27-25, 25-20, 20-25, 16-
14. 3rd place: Tamil Nadu
bt Punjab 25-15, 25-16,
25-27, 25-21. Women:
Final: Rallways bt Kerala
19-25, 25-21, 25-20, 25-17.
3rd place: Tamil Nadu bt
West Bengal 25-16, 25-17,
25-19.




Kerala, Railways
to clash for title

SANDEEP MENON
BENGALURU, JAN. 9
Defending champions
Indian Railways and

Kerala registered contrast-
ing wins to set up a title

clash for the Senior
National Volleyball
Championships, here at
the Sree Kanteerava
Indoor Stadium on
Saturday.

In the semifinal

encounter, Railways defeat-
ed Tamil Nadu 25-23, 25-23,
25-18 in a repeat of last
year's final while Kerala
overhauled a two-set
deficit to oust Punjab 19-25,
23-25, 28-26, 25-18, 15-13.

. Kerala took time to settle
and were staring defeat in
the face before they found
their mojo. The first set
saw lack of communica-
tion and some poor smash-
es while their star Jermoe
Vinith hardly found any
chance to pull off his trade-
mark smashes.

The second saw the South
state launch a spirited
comeback from 914 down
to lead 15-14. This passage
of play also saw Rohith P
find his finishing prowess
and blocker Akin GS's
. serves cause a bit of prob-
lem for the opposition.

Top-class action
The other last-four tie saw
some top class action with
long rallies and some siz-
zling -smashes from both

sides, something the crowd
appreciated judging by the
decibel levels in the stadi-
um.

Both sides went neck- »
and-neck before a bizarre
call by the referee, who
failed to spot the ball
bouncing following a
smart placement by
Naveen Raja Jacob, gave
the edge to Railways 22-20.
The defending champions
then took the set with
authority through S
Prabhagaran’s ferocious
spikes.

The second saw Tamil
Nadu take the early lead as
Dinagaran, GR Vaishanav
stood strong in defence
while Ukkra Pandian ran
the show But a couple of
bad services saw the tide
turn as Railways stormed
back, riding on perform-
ances by KJ Kapildey,
Manu Joseph's and the
ever consistent
Prabhagaran, to level at 20-
all and then wrap up the
set 25-23.

The set also saw tempers
flare up owing to con-
tentious calls leading to TN
coach P Sundaram being
shown a yellow card while
Kapildev received the same
for the opposition.

Results: SF: Men: Kerala bt

Punjab (19-25, 23-25, 28-26,

25-18, 15-13); Railways bt
Tamil Nadu (25-23, 25-23,
25-18) Women: Railways bt
West Bengal (25-9, 25-20,
25-13)
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| formance from the senior  up the fifth set.

| young Karnataka outfit Women: Indlan =

- [IIIYYEINSEDE m Hosts Karnataka go down to defending champions Indian Railways in the QF

TAMIL NADU TO MEET RAILWAYS IN SF

DC nﬂnﬂmuﬂz_um.z.._. Earlier, attacker
BENGALURL, JAN. 8 Jerome Vinesth led from
the fromt as Kerala over- [
Tamil Nadu hammered ecame Uttarakhand 32, 0
TUitar Pradesh 2520, 25 Ably supported by setter [iF)
17, 2517 on Friday to set Manu V., Kerala ba a
upa E:WEEEE%EJHE E-u% sots -
Indian g in the a a late fight- [
64th senior natlonal vol- from Vinit Kumar
levball championship kept Uttarakhand's
hers, In the other semi- hopes alive,
final, Kerala will lake onn~ Apart  from  Vinit,
Punjab. Uttarakhand's star block-
Tamil Nadu made light er Mohit Sherawat came
work of Uttar Pradesh. to the party to demolish
In a one-sided clash that Kerala in the fourth set,
lasted a little more than A  revitalised Kerala,
an hour, TN up banking on their experi- SRR L i
with a power-packed per- enced seniors, wrapped | T 1 R A e —

pros - to knock oot ’
Omvesr Maan's side. Results: GF: Men: Tamil
Karnataka’s campaign Nadu bt Uttar Pradesh
came to an end following 25-20, 25-17, 25-17.
a 31 loss to defending Indian Railways bt
champlons Indian Karnataka 25-16, 22-25,
Railwavs. At a packed 25-17, 25-22. Kerala bt
Sree Kanteerava Indoor Uttarakhand 25-21, 25-
| Stadium, title favourites 23, 23-25, 14-25, 1512, B
| Rallways' collective Punjab bt Services 25- |
effort thwarted the 19, 25-23, 25-16. F

with a 25-16, 22.25, 25-17, Rallways’ bt Karnataka |
25-23 a—nEﬂn Led by 25-17, 25-3, 25-8. Kerala =
India skipper 5. bt Andhra Pradesh 25- |

Prabhagaran, the 13, 25-10, 25-11. West
Railmen trounced the Bengal bt Tel na 25-
local team. 22,22-2511-25, 259, 15- |

Punjab rede  on 1, Tamil MNadu bt
Gurinder's all-round Maharashtra 25-23, 25-
show to advance as they 15, 19-25, 20-25, 18-16,
pummeled Services into  Actlon today: SF: Men:
submission with a 2519, Kerala vs Punjab (3 pm).
25-23, 25-16 win. India ace Indian Railways vs Tamil
! Gurinder paired up with Madu (5 pm). Women:
attacker Hardeep Singh Indian Railways vs West =
10 make mincemeat of Bengal (1 pm), Tamil |
Services” defonce. Nadu vs Kerala (7 pm). b




Uttarakhand, UP men in quarters

VOLLEYBALL / Karnataka women
through to the last eight

M. SUDARSHAN

BENGALURL: The Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh men's teams quali-
fied for the quarterfinals after
coming through the playoffs on
day six of the 64th Senior Nation-
al Volleyball Championship at
ﬁn mnn.m.?nﬁs. Eanteerava Stadium

on !

For Untarakhand - one of the
strongest teams in the recent
times with one final and four
semifinal finishes in the last ahx

53% w.“_ﬁn_ﬂu would have
no t brought a sense of
relief,

Im the 63rd edition, it had suf-
fered a blip as it had to ficld a
weak team following a player-
dispute and as a result had missed
out on a quarterfinal berth, Uttar
Pradesh, meanwhile, overcame
West Bengal 25-21, 3725 2515,

As 2 side Urtarakhand had not
played competitively for a year
following a ban by the Volleyball
Federation of India. On the day, it
had already played five sets as it
had to best Haryana in the first
round of the qualifying. Even as
the rustiness and the tiredness
both made themselves evident
intermittently, the team was still
able to pull through.

Uttarakhand and Rajasthan
both committed more than their
fair share of errors in the first two
sets and ultimately ended up
splitting them. Amidst this, at-
tacker Vinit Kumar, for the for-
| mer, gave a good account of him-
self with some powerful spikes
and blocker Lavmeet Kataria
| shone for the Larter,

The business end of third set
was where the match turned.
Locked at 20-20, then ar 23-23,
and then at 25-25, Uttarakhand fi-

nally broke Rajasthan's resist-
ance to claim the set 27-25. Sukh-
jindar Singh came up with the
all-important block onset point,

Early in the fourth, Rajasthan
wilted. Its opponent established 2
four-point lead and more or less
maintained it to ultimately
triumph.

In the women's section host
Karnataka o had to grind its way
through into the last eight, Early
in the morning it beat Uttar Pra-
desh 25-13, 25-17, 25-19 and later in

the afterncom - its third match in  *

less than-a day's time - knocked
out Haryana 25-16, 25-21, 2514,

Attacker K.V, Megha led the
way with impressive shows in all
three sets. For Haryana, i
Misha and Sahil tried to
something, but with therest of the
team not helding up, all the effort
went in vain.

Joining Kammataka in the quar-

terfinals will be Andhra Pradesh |

which put it across Punjab in
straight sets.

The results: Quarterfinal guali-
fiers: Round two: Men: Uttar Pra-

desh bt Andhra Pradesh 21-25, 25-21, ¢

25-21.18-25, 15-11; Uttarakhand bt Ra-
jasthan 25-19, 2025, 27-25, 252k
Women: Kamataka bt Haryana 25-16,
#5-21, 75-14; Andhra Pradesh bt Pun-
jab 25-12, 25-14, 2519

Round one: Men: Uttar Pradesh bt

West Bengal 25-21,27-25, 25-15; Utta- g

rakhand bt Haryana 25-20, 18-25, 25-
20, 25:27, 15-10; Women: Kamataka
bt Uttar Pradesh 25-13, 2517, 2519
Andhra Pradesh bt Himachal Pradesh
2516, 25-13, 2511

Quarterfinal line-up: Men: Korala
vs. Uittarakhamd; Tamil Nadu vs. Littar

Women: Ralways vs. Kamataka;
Kerala vs. Andihra Pradesh; Telangana
vs. West Bengal, Maharashtra vs, Ta-
mil Nadu,

...... 1~ m. . .n._l — -
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M. SunarsHAN

BENGALURL: Inv 2 nerve-wracking
final that lasted two hours and
‘ten minqtes, the Railways men
defeated Kerala 19-25, ¥7-25, 25-
20, 20-35, Io-14 to win its sec-
ond successive Senior National
Volleyball Championship —
15th overall — at the Sree Ean-
teerava Stadium on Sunday.

It was a grand douhle for the
Railways for the second time in
45 many vears as its women's
team had earller beaten Kerala
19-25, 2521, 25-20, 2517, It was
the eves' cighth successive and
30th ttle overall.

Inthe men's final Kerala was
off to a resounding start. De-
fending with aplomb, it was
able to keep in check the Rail-
way attackers. On the other
hand, the railwaymen com-
pounded their problems with a
nom-existent first pass. Sohan
Eumar, an attacker, was substi-
mted for the third straight
match and was not 1o be seen
again, E.G. Ragesh and Vibin
George impressed for Kerala,
ﬁm_wk._auﬁ duly lost the set

Ending on a sour note

BENGALLRL: What was a well-contested final between Kerala
and Railways, had to end on a sour note after the former's at-
tacker Jerome Vinith, irked by call on the final point which
dashed his side’s hopes, literally jumped and grabbed the refer-

ee Sanjay Kumar.

The Kerala plavers had earlier engaged in verbal duels with
the officials over contentlous calls in the third sei too, and the
incidents after the match seemed more of an extension of the

SAImE.

Tt was later bearnt that the referee, after having initially filed
a complaint to the VFI, withdrew it when Vinith apologised.

— Principal Correspondent

Then in the second, from be-
ing 17-15 up, it bost five straight
painis. When Kerala earned it-
self a triple sei-poing at 24-21,
Railways was staring down the
barrel. But on the last few

The third set went on even
terma till 19-19 before Kerala
erred. On KJ. Kapil Dev's
serve, it gave away four points
and lost the set 25-20. Railways,
with the two-sets-to-one lead.

points, Jerome had gained a
Vinith's  two MNATIONAL foothold _ﬁ the
EEE&ﬂ mmwuﬂ VOLLEYBALL E,EE._H dly ”EH
dearly. 5. Prabhagaran’s splen-  sed until then

did block on 26-25 gave Rail-
ways the set. It was a jailbreak
it didn’t mind. The grin on its
playvers' faces during the
changeover said it all,

However, Kerala's penchant
for plaving five-setrers served
it wedl, It took the fourth 25-20
as P, Hohith came up with cru-
cial blocks and Vinith even ex-

celled with his defensive skills.

In the fifth set, with much at
stake, peither team was in the
mood to concede. Even as Vi-

nith kept his attacking zeal in- K

tact, the Rallways's resilience
was on show. Kerala put itz
nose in front at 10-8, only for
Railways to pull itself back.

Ar 13-13, though, a bad first
pass by libero CE. Rahteesh
presented Railways with the
first chance to claim the title. A
Vibin smash negated it. B. Pi-
falsoodan’s  ferce  splke
brought the second match
puoint. It was not to be denied
again, as anet overreach by Ro-
hith pulled the curtains down
for Kerala,

Like the men, the Kerala |

women too had started enter- |
prisingly only to loge later, ©

DEFENDING WITH APLOME: While the Rallways women's team had it relatively easy, the men survived

Against its much-fancied op-
ponents, it took the ficst set 25-
19, Attacker Nirmal played a
lone hand for Railways, but the
rest of the team refused the
.,.E.._.:W.

Iis forvunes started changing
after centre-blocker Amusri
Ghosh improved. With Nirmal
keeping her level up, Rallways

anerve-wracking final against Kerala, — PHITO: £ MURAL KUMAR

bagged the second and third
seta. Attacker Anjali Babu's
dip. after having excelled in the
first set, marred Eerala's
chances,

M. Sruthi {(attacker) and Tai
Raju (blocker) ensured Kerala

stayed with Railways in the ini-
_E_w_maﬂunnmﬂ of the fourth.
But a string of errors put to rest
any hope the southern side had
of going the distance,

The results:

Finals: Men: Rallways bt Kerala

m—.‘gg Qo—.—.—u—m Ho—.n wm.—-.—ému\m Men win second successive title, women take their eighth

1925 271-25, 15-20, 20-25, 16-14;
Women: Raitways bt Kesala 19-25,
2521, 35-20, 2507,

Third-place playofl: Men: Tami
Madu b Punjab 25-15, 25-16, 25-27,
25-21; Women: Tamil Madu bl West
Bangal 25-16, 2517, 2519,



Railways stays on track

VOLLEYBALL / The defending champion takes on Tamil Nadu in the semifinals

H. Suua.u.'sn-\ﬂ

BENGALURU: Defending champion
Railways held off a spirited Kar-
nataka side 25-16, 22-25, 25-17,
25-22 inﬂwquarterﬂmlstagect’
the 64th Semior National Vol-
leyball Championship at the
Sree Kanteerava Stadium here
on Friday.

In Saturday’s semifinal it will
meet Tamil Nadu, which earlier
inthe day, had a cakewalk 25-20,
2517, 25-17 victory over LUnar
Pradesh.

Railways, bolstered by the re-
turn from injury of 5. Prabhaga-
ran, displayed its all-round
skills right from the start. Be-
tween him, the towering Sohan

 Kumar and the le
Manu Joseph it had three of the
best attackers. But its defensive
game was equally top-notch.

L-Edhrdmtwummﬂarhlock-
ers in 5. Bharanidharan and
Sandeep Kumar, it maintained a

tight vigil at the net. Thus, it

first established a 14-11 lead and
then built on it impressively to
bag the set by a rather comfort-
able 25-16 scoreline.

In the second set, Karnataka
led by a decent margin at least
three times — at 5-2,12-%and 19-
15. On each of those occasions it
let Railways back: A first pass
gone awry, a serve dumped into
the net or one sent out, all con-
tributed. However, from 2(-19
the host held its nerve to clinch
the set 25-22,

K. Ganesh, who substituted
for T.ID. Ravikumar, shone for a
brief while with a few good
smashes,

The Railways players seemed
a wounded lot, and in the third
set they came out in full force.
The result was first a 5-0 lead
which then stretched to 11-5.
Karnataka threatened to rear its
head by closing the gap 0 a
mere two points. But it was
swiftly subdued as the back-
court defence from Joseph and
K. Piraisoodan stood out.

Even from thereon, Karnata-
ka refused to wither away. It
clung on till the score read 17-17.
At that point, Raﬂwnis. yet
again, upped its game,
mnrebjr]uuphadt& drop by
Piraisoodan and two powerful

spikes by Pr:bhzgamn sealed
the deal.

The other semifinal will see
Eerala meet Punjab. The former
played out its second five-setter
on the bounce, but this time

Sl Sege
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Rallways' Eanduﬁp Humr{lm outwits the Karnmlra defence in the senior National volleyball
championship. — PHOTD K MURAL KUMAR.

came out It defeated
Uttarakhand 25-21, 25-22, 23-25,
14-25,15-12,

Punjab, on the other hand,
owing innosmall measure toIn-
dia player Gurinder  Singh's

rousing , demol-
ished Services in

Kerala, from being two sets
up.lostaclose

ed in the fourth. The fifth was

tight till -6 before a
‘cushion m#—ﬁw&m

breathing space. In the closing
exchanges, a timely block by Ri-
jas and two excel smashes
by Jerome Vinith brought Kera-
la the win.

As in the men's section, the
Earnataka women too were
shown the door by Railways,
but in much a more convincing

fashion. The latter will now

meet West Bengal in the semifi-
nals while Kerala will take on
Tamil Nadu.

The results: Quarterfinals: Men:

Kerala bt Uttarakhand 25-21, 2522, | S8
2325, 14-25, 15-12; Tamil Nadu bt Ut- | ©
tar Pradesh 25-20, 25-17, 25-17: Pun- | O

jab bt Services 2519, 25-23, 25-15;
Railways bt Kamnataka 25-16, 22-25,
2511, 25:21
Women: Rallways bt Karnataka 25-
17, 253, 25-B; Kerala bt Andhra Pra-
MES-E 25-10, 25-11; West Bengal

B ooEowd
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Kerala overcomes Punjab to enter final

VOLLEYBALL / Railways thwarts Tamil Nadu's challenge in the other semifinal

deft drop and close out the match.

. The other semifinal, a repeat of last
year's final, saw vet another clinical

performance by Railways, There

wasn't much ing the two sides

for a majority of the first two sets, But

N, SUDARSHAN e WeCh A T T rE i?E by Rajveer Singh saw him execute a

BENGALURU: Kerala will meet defending o g 4 T— - e
champion Railways in the final of the : ' 'L
64th Senior National volleyball cham- : 1 SR

pionship. In the semifinal matches
held at the Sree Kanteerava Stadium

on Saturday, Kerala came through yet RO L1 E A o - FETERES A N T St e e S at crucial moments the Raflwaymen
another five-setter and beat Punjab 19- Rl EES T Al E, T g - : A T T T T held the aces, It was as much a
25, 23-125, 28-206, 25-18, 15-13, while Rail- " " matchlostin the mind as on the court.
ways thwarted Tamil Nadu's chal- U A =]

lenge 25-23,25-23, 25-18,  Badluck

Kerala and Punjab had competed in | " / With Railways leading 21-20 in the
a similarly gruellng match in the 858 | first set, a drop by Maveen Raja Jacob
league stages too. But unlike then, it ’ - looked to have touched the ground.
was Kerala which emerged victorious. - But the referee ruled otherwise and
" In the first set though, the big-stage ~ Tamil Nadu lost the point, The talis-

seemed to affect Kerala, It floundered
in every essential facet of the game
and ended up losing rather timidly,
‘When Punjab led 14-9 in the second,
there appeared to be no way out. How-
ever, on (.5, Akhina's serve — who re-
turned to the line-up after nursing a
bruised ankle — it restored parity at
14-14. And then when it led 20-18 the
tide had certainly tumned But it

~ man in S. Prabhagaran planted two
- smashes on the last two points to fin-

ish off the set.
. Similarly in the second with Tamil
., Naduleading19-16 and then 20-18, two
" moreclose calls went against it. Coach
~ Sundaram was even warned with a
Rl yellow card for protesting. At 23-23,
. DPrabhagaran spiked two more suc-
= cessfully and Railways had one foot in

slipped yet again and Punjab, with a SRS, L =3 T W L ) y fl % o _ - the final. The second was dragged
two-set lead, had established the tight- | Ny Al [ - By BN W W' along easily after it won the third set
estof strangleholds. 0N R R B - L T e

1 _.1. R .. - - 5 ..u____.. M Y ___.,. i Like the men's final, the women's fi-
gaﬂi i, T e ! - . L .. ......mﬁ._....% Egaigiﬁa—%uﬂn
. In the third, when Kerala let Punjab A

ek after having led 8-3 and then 16-
Uy it seemed destined to go down. B | ; it AT Bengal and Kerala defeating Tamil
Tough chai 5 i

uatth, trough Curinder " Gingh, "M FVES:Kerala tear i delighted after defeating Puniainfiv s nth semifinas. —HOTOK AN K e resus: Sanas: Men: Ko b

L_u ed its way out of trouble. nith fetched a point each as Kerala der’s smashes, thelikes of K.G. Ragesh, Kerala survived a few nervous mo- Punjab 19-25, 73-25, 28-26, 25-18, 15-13; Rail-
On two further occasions when Ker-  edged the set 28-26. ‘anattacker, played their part, That the ments at the fag end of the fifth. It  ways bt Tamil Nadu 25-23, 25-23, 2518,
ahad set points, it was the Indiain-  From then on, Kerala looked an en-  Punjab setters' level too dipped didnt  fluffed match points; two of those  Women: Railways bt West Bengal 25-9, 25-
_1:4 onal again who bailed his side  tirely different team. Even as its block- help at all. when the reliable Vinith missed his 20, 25-13; Kerala bt Tamil Nadu 25-9, 2517,
“ut. However, Akhin and Jerome Vi- ers found a way to deal with Gurin-  After winning the fourth set 25-18, customary spikes. But a bad first pass  25-22,

™ 7
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Punjab pips Kerala in a pulsating contest
| VOLLEYBALL / Tamil Nadu defeats Karnataka easily, tops Group B on the basis of set-ratio
i o g B "o o i cond
setuatih asting wohnand [RSONRRERRA S e ot of e esond

m.

SUPER STUFF: Punjab’s Rajveer Singh and Hardeep Singh effectively block a smash from the Kerala
side in the National volleyball championship on Wednesday, — PHOTOS: 6.F. SAMPATH KUMAR

three minutes, Punjab edged © —~

Eerala 25-23, 25-23, 17-25, 14-25,

15-13 on day five of the 64th Se- (-

e DioT National volleyball cham-
Sy pionshipat the Sree Kanteerava

Stadium here on Wednesday.
Later, in a conbest of com-

= plete contrast, Tamil Nadu

forced Karnataka into submis-
§ion by an easy 31-29, 25-21, 25-

: 16 margin in just 70 minutes.

Last year’s rumner-up no

7 17Tl doubt played its best match so
=1 e Spee [ S| far, as the experienced duo of
i setter Ukkara Pandian and at- gy
i 11 < tacker Maveen Raja Jacob final-
. ly found its bearings. i
But Earnataka, on the day,

was rank bad.

It was the last match of the
league stage and even if it had
won a ser, it would have fin-
ished atop Group B, but instead
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂ.ﬁmuﬁvﬂ_fo

In the end, three sides fin-
ished on six points but on the
basis of set-ratio Tamil Nadu
was declared first, followed by
Services and Earnataka

Rasjasthan, with three losses

. finished at the bottom.

In Group A, despite the loss,
Kerala' topped with seven
points and was followed by
Railways (6), Punjab (5) and
Andhra Pradesh (D).

As g consequence, Karnataka
will take on defending cham-
pion Railways and Punjab will
meet Services in two of the four
quarterfinals.

- out, didn't help. But in E.R. Ri-

Frmar g | bt Rajasthan 25-20, 30-28, 518;
F-t  Madiya Pradesh bt Binar 25-22, 25-
| 21,2521 Assam bt Gujarat 25-22, 26-
© 24, 15-1% West Bengal bt Puducherry
Ll 2518 2520, 2519; Uttarakhand bt

jas, Kerala found an sble depu- |
ty. Vinith too regained his mojo
as the side bagged the next two |

| sets convincingly. |

In the fifth, after taking the

~first two points, Kerala lost sev- |

. set it proved too big a differ-
N ence tobridge.

en on the trot. Ina _u.u&h:.:ﬁ_
_

The resuits:

Men: Tamil Nadu bt Karnataka 31-
28, 25-21, 25-16; Punjab bt Kerala 25-
13, 35-23, 17-25, 14-25, 15-13; Senvices

Tripura 2514, 25-11, 25-13; Himachal |
Pradesh bt Goa 26-20, 21-25, 25-14, |

o | 28-75; Chhattisgarh bt Sharkhand 25-

Tamil Nadu's Dinagaran
_mmmn_u_wmw_ﬂmm?

The leaders though will
know their opponents only af-
ter the playoff matches on
Thursday,

Early in the day, even as Ker-
ala’s centre-blocker G.5. Akhin
took off from where he had left
against Railways in the previ-
ous match, star-attacker Je-
rome Vinith misfired for a ma-
jority of the first two sets,

Yet, they proved to be tight
affairs. After falling behind in
each of them, Kerala recovered
but unfortunately not well
enough. It lost both the sets 25

19, 26-28, 25-18, 25-2%; Pondichesry
bt J8K 21-25, 25-27, 35-20, 25-16, 15-
11; Haryana bt Madhya Pradesh 25-14,
15-18, 25-15; Uttar Pradesh bt Odisha
25-18, 25-19, 25-21; Chandigarh bt Hi-
machal Pradash 25-19, 19-25, 21-25,
15-18, 15-8. [

Women: Andhea Pradesh bt Chan- |
g quum_-mmuswmm.wh_ u.m.”_.m..mwﬂr |
hi bt Rajasthan 26-24; 20-25, 26-24,
213-15, 17-15; Maharashira bt West
Bengal 25-20, 25-23, 25-13; Kerala bt
Tamil Madu 25-20, 25-16, 25-19; Uttar
Pradesh bt Madhya Fradesh 25-17, 25-
18, 25-20.

On Tussday: Men: Maharashtra
bt Delhi 25-22, 25-18, 25-19; Telanga-
na bt Jharkhand 2515, 25-22, 25-10. _

Women: Uttar Pradesh bt JEK |
254, 256, 25-T.




NATL VOLLEYBALL

UP & ==m_.m_.__m=n Move Into Last 8

Express News Service

Bengaluru: Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand won their
men'’s qualifying matches to
enter the quarterfinals of the
64th national volleyball
championships at the Sree
i.ﬁmm_.mﬁ stadium here on
Thursday.

In a 95-minute encounter,
Uttarakhand sent Rajasthan
packing with a 3-1 victory.
- Uttarkhand won the first set
at 25-19, but lost the second
~ 20-25. As the teams battled
- it out, Uttarakhand bagged
. the third at 27-25 and the

‘nataka; Kerala
n_,mammH Emamm..ﬁﬁ West

fourth at 25-19 to make the
last eight where they take on
Kerala. Uttar Pradesh had
tosweat it out against Andhra
Pradesh winning 3-2 at 21-

25, 25-21, 25-21, 19-25, 15-11
after 110 minutes of a ding
dong battle and will clash
with Tamil Nadu.

Hosts Karnataka made the
women’s last eight grade
with a 3-0 victory at 25-16,
25-21, 25-14 in 74 minutes
over Haryana. Andhra
Pradesh women stunned
Punjab 3-0 at 25-12, 25-14,
25-19.

Railways, the men’s and
women's title winners last
year, clash with hosts Karna-
taka in both the sections in
what promises to be riveting
affair.



Wm__ém%m EE:EE UoEimsn@ TN Teams Third

by $S Shreekumar

Bengaluru: Indian Rail-
ways claimed the men’s and
women's titles at the expense
of Kerala in the finals of the
64th national volleyball
championships at the Sree
Kanteerava Indoor Stadium
on Sunday. Railways women
won the volleyball champi-
onships for the 13th time in
the last 15 years, defeating
Kerala 19-25, 25-21, 25-20,
25-17, while their men's team
beat Kerala 19-25, 27-25, 25-
20, 20-25, 16-14.

Tamil Nadu came third in
both sections, beating West
Bengal 3-0 and Punjab 3-1in
the women's and men’s
third-place play-offs.

Referee Sandeep Kumar of

Indian Railways men and women teams celebrate | JTHENDRA M

Jharkhand was in the thick

of action in the heated men’s

final as Kerala disputed
many of his calls.

As Railways skipper Karan
Choudhary lunged for an in-

tercept, Kerala’s Vinith Je-
rome pushed the ball in. It

was a clear foul and Railways
won the point. The entire
Kerala team rushed towards
Sandeep, and organising sec-
retary Nanda Kumar had to
step in to shield him. The
police then intervened and
cleared the court.

NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL

Both teams played ‘catch
us if you can’, taking narrow
leads without sustaining
them. Prabhagaran and

“ Manw*Joseph produced

some blazing smashes for
Railways, and Ragesh and
Jerome excelled for Kerala
with their short spikes.

K.J Kapildev did well for
Railways too, rattling off five
points in a row on his serve
to help his team win the
fourth set. Manu Joseph
held serve and then got
the final point.

Meanwhile, clashing
with Railways in the final
for the sixth straight year,
the last time Kerala beat
them at this stage was in

L b
WM IR

2007. Kerala won the first set
at 25-19, but Railways proved
to be superior and bounced
claimed the next three sets
ina row,

Results: Finals: Men: wm____...,mﬁ
bt Kerala 3-2 (19-25, 27-25,
25-20, 20-25, 16-14). Women:
Railways bt Kerala 3-1 (19-25,
25-21, 25-20, 25-17).

3/4th play-off: Men: TN bt Pun-
jab 3-1(25-15, 25-16, 25-27, 25-
21). Women: TN bt West Bengal
3-0 (25-16, 25-17, 25-19).

L]
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Express News Service

Bengaluru: It's Punjab ver-
sus Kerala and Railways
mmm:rﬂ Tamil Nadu in the
men’s semifinals of the 64th
national volleyball champi-
_u:m_.:ﬁm. while in the wom-
en’s section, Railways meet
West Bengal and Kerala face
offagainst Tamil Nadu at the
Sree Kanteerava Indoor Sta-
dium on Saturday.

In men’s quarterfinal ac-
tion, Railways put paid to the
hopes of Fed Cup winners
and hosts Karnataka 3-1,
while Punjab put it across
Services 3-0 after Kerala had
beaten Uttarakhand 3-2 and
Tamil Nadu swamped Uttar
Pradesh 3-0.

Holders Railways knocked
out hosts Karnataka 3-o0 in
the women’s quarterfinals,
while Kerala got past Andhra
Pradesh by the same margin
to make the semis. West
Bengal downed Telangana
3-2 and Tamil Nadu beat
Maharashtra 3-2.

_ UP took a brief 7-3 lead,

Action from the Karnataka versus ______r._ Es.&u:ﬂ_n__ﬁzmauiz

but TN then roared back to
restore parity and level
scores at 16-16, before taking
charge. Once they settled
down, UP had no answer as
they were always ahead and
never looked back.

. -

Uttarakhand provided
anxious moments to Kerala
as they came back from 2-0
down to level the scores, and
push the match into a de-
cider. With left-hander

Ragesh producing blistering

serves, Kerala managed to
wriggle out. Vibin George,
Rohith and Manu combined
well as they bagged the first
two sets. But Mohit Sehra-
wat, skipper Ranjit Singh
and Sukhjinder Singh did
well to pick up points for the
northern state, who levelled
at two-all. In the decider, Ut-
tarakhand briefly led 6-4 but
pressure led to the former’s
downfall. :
Results (all quarterfinals): Men:
Kerala bt Uttarakhand 3-2
(25-21, 25-22, 23-25, 14-95,
15-12), Tamil Nadu bt Uttar
Pradesh 3-0 (25-20, 25-19,
25-17), Punjab bt Sevices 3-0
(25-19, 25-23, 25-16), mm__sﬁa
bt Karnataka 3-1 ﬁm.a. 22-25,
25-17, 25-22). Women: Indian
mm___.é.m bt Karnataka 3-0 :
(25-17, 25-03, 25-08), Kerala bt °
Andhra Pradesh 3-0 (25-13,
25-10, 25-11), West Bengal bt
Telangana 3-2 (25-22, 22-25,
11-25, 25-09), Tamil Nadu bt -
Maharashtra 3-2 (25-23, 25-
19, 19-25, 20-25, .__IE




Kerala Edge Out Punjab to Enter Final

by § § Shreekumar

Bengaluru: Holders Indian
Railways and Kerala teams
will clash in the men’s and
women'’s finals, respectively,
of the 64th national volley-
ball championships on Sun-
day. In the semifinals at the

| Sree Kanteerava Stadium
| here on Saturday, Kerala re-

corded a come-from-behind
4-2 victory over Punjab in a
nail-biting clash. Railways
proved to be far too superior
for Tamil Nadu as they
erushed them 3-0.

Earlier, Railways women,
also defending champs,
hreezed past West Bengal
3-0 to make the women’s
final. They will take on Ker-
ala, who slammed Tamil

| Nadu 3-0 with ease.

Punjab stormed to a 2-0
lead and looked set to topple
Kerala. But they hardly ex-
pected a Kerala resurgence
as they stormed back to claim
Though the first two sets

were well-contested, with

[ Y

r@ o meod eneicbes b, ;
S CARNATAKA VOLLIYRALL ASSOQATION SN
- -'ﬁ' bt e o

Action from Kerala's match versus Punjab on Saturday | JITHENDRA B

NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL

both teams not yielding an
inch, Punajb’s superior strike
power saw them thunder
down winners with regular-
ity as Gurinder Singh, Ra-
mandeep Singh and Hardeep
Singh popped up on either
flank to find vacant spots. At
25-19, 25-23, Punjab were in
the driver’s seat.

But a pep talk from coach
Abdul Nazer saw Kerala
tighten their net play and
deny Punjab openings. Rath-
eeesh, Manu V, Ragesh and
Hafeel produced brilliant
displays in attack and de-
fence. With C K Ratheesh
setting up superb smashes,
Kerala slowly but surely took
control. At 2-2, Kerala made
little mistakes and as against
Uttarakhand in the quarter-
finals, won the decider 15-13
to the delight of their sup-
porters.

After some initial resis-
tance, Railways gained con-
trol of their last four encoun-
ter, and were never in danger

-

)

of falling back. P Prabha-
karan, Sandeep Kumar and.
Karan Choudhary played a
compact game and rarely
made mi .

Their receiving was fantas-
tic as they never allowed the
TN attack to secure points.
With Prabhakaran laying it
up well at on either flanks
and even selling TN a few
dummies, Railways surged
ahead and won the first set
25-23.

The second was the same
story and though TN's Vaish-
nav and Riyazuddin did well
to put up effective blocks,
Railways found a way
through the defence and
won the third rather com-
fortably at 25-18 to romp
home.

Results (all semifinals): Men:
Kerala bt Punjab 3-2 (19-25,
23-15, 28-26, 25-18, 15-13);
Indian Railways bt Tamil Nadu
3-0(25-23, -25-23, 25-18). |
Women: Railways bt West !
Bengal 3-0 (25-9, 25-20, 25-
1); Kerala bt Tamil Nadu 3-0
(25-09, 25-T7, 25-22).




‘TN Spikers Smash Way

o

Rirou P A

A Karnataka player gets it past Tamil Nadu blockers at the National

Volleyball Championships in Bengaluru on Wednesday | JITHENDRA M

VOLLEYBALL

Express News Service

Bengaluru: Tamil Nadu
steamrolled past Karnataka
3-0 to top group B in the
64th national volleyball
championships at the Sree
Kanteerava Indoor Stadium
here on Wednesday.

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Services ended in that
order to make the last eight
grade. Except for the first set,
Karnataka were no match for
the TN players with Sakthi
Kumar and Riyazuddin put-
ting in brilliant displays at
the net. Their ability to sell
dummies had Karnataka
mixed up often as the ball fell
into vacant spots for win-
NErs.

After leading 20-17, Kar-
nataka surrendered the ini-
tiative. Though the teams
managed to level scores till,
2g-29, Tamil Nadu got the
decisive set points to take the
lead as Riyazuddin's smash

went off the Karnataka play-
ers for winners.

It was Tamil Nadu all the
way in the second and third
sets. Had TN even dropped
a set, Karnataka would have
topped the group on a set-
score ratio but that was not
to be. Punjab defeated Ker-
ala 3-2 in a group A cliff-
hanger which had the large
crowd roaring on delight.
Results: Men: Group A: Punjab
bt Kerala 3-2 (25-23, 25-23,

17-25, 14-25, 15-13). Group B: TN

bt Karnataka 3-0 (31-29, 25-21,
25-16), Services bt Rajasthan 3-0
{25-20, 30-28, 25-18). Group C: WB
bt Pondicherry 3-0 (25-18, 25-20,
25-19), Maharashtra bt Delhi 3-0
(25-22, 25-18, 25-19). Group D: HP
bt Goa 3-1(25-20, 21-25, 2514,
28-26). Group E: MP bt Bihar 3-0
(25-22, 25-21, 25-21), Assam bt
Gujarat 3-0 (25-22, 26-24, 25-19).
Group F: Uttarakhand bt Tripura
3-0 (2544, 25-1, 25-13), Chhat-
tisgarh bt Jharkhand 3-1(25-19,
26-28, 25-18, 25-23), Telangana
bt Jharkhand 3-0 (25-15, 25-22,
25-20).




- Railways volley
~ toadouble

R.Satya@timesgroup.com

: Bengaluru: For the second
: year on the trot, Railways
: made itamemorabledoublein
: the 64th Senior National Vol-
i leyball Championships in
: front of a capacity crowd here
: onSunday.

§ While the men overcame
: Kerala in a final marred by ap-
. parent refereeing errors and
: players showing their displea-
. sure in a manner unbetoming
. of sportspersons in an edge-of-
. the-seat thriller 3-2, the eves
. overcame southern power-

¥ SR NAT’L VOLLEY

. house Kerala 3-1 toannex their
. eighth consecutive premier ti-
- tle and a mind-boggling 30th
. overall a couple of hours earli-
. er
| Having begun on a poor
- note like their eves, Railways
- roared back in fine fashion to
take a 2-1 lead. But Kerala
didn't give up despite a few
calls going against them. Ra-
gesh was handed a yellow card
for unsporting behavior by
main referee Sanjay Kumar,
but the five-time champions
foughtback insplendidstyleto
forcethe issue into thedecider.



TN bow out
inthe semls

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bengaluru: Railways
coasted past Tamil Nadu
men 3-0 (25-23, 25-23, 25-18) to
sealaplace inthefinalof the
64th Senior National Volley-
ball championships at the
Sree Kanteerava Indoor Sta-
dium here on Saturday. Rail-
ways will lock horns with
Kerala who scripted a 3-2(19-
25, 23-25, 28-26, 25-18, 15-13)
win over Punjab. |
In the women's category,
Tamil Nadu were no match
for their counterparts from
Kerala--going down 0-3 (9-25,
17-25, 22-25). Kerala will play
Railways eves in the final.
Railways had eased past
West Bengal 3-0 (25-9, 25-20,
25-13).
Resufts (Semifinals): Mer: Kerala
bt Punjab 3-2 ; Railways bt Tamil
Nadu 3-0; Women: Railways bt
West Bengal 3-0; Kerala bt Tamil
Nadu 3-0



TN thrash Karnataka in volleyball: Fol-

lowing Karnataka men’s two splendid :
wins earlier in the Senior National Volley- :
ball championships in Bengaluru, the :
crowd, anticipating another victory, had :
come inlargenumbers. Butthespectators’
joy was short-lived as the hosts, who began
brightly, just pressed the self-destruct but- :
ton as the match wore on to surrender :
meekly 0-3 to neighbours Tamil Nadu on :
Wednesday, reports R Satya. :
The win meant that Karnataka, who :
neededtowinjustasettotopthegroup,fin-
ished third behind their conquerors and :
Services. Tamil Nadu and Kerala, the two :
elite group toppers, will play teams that :
come through the playoffs on Thursday.
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Tamil Nadu men
make it to semis

R.Satya@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Tamil Nadu men made it to the semifinals of
the 54th Senior National volleyball championships after
scoring a 3-0(25-20, 25-17, 25-17) win over Uttar Pradesh in
their quarterfinal encounter here on Friday. Tamil Nadu
will face Railways in the last-four stage.

Meanwhile, it was payback time at the Sree Kanteera-
va Indoor Stadium. Having suffered a 0-3 defeat at the
hands of Karnataka in the semis of the Federation Cup
last year, Railways were gunning to get even. They
avenged thatdefeat with a 3-1 verdict. Unfortunately, Kar-
nataka just didn’t have the firepower to quell Railways’

challenge on the day. During the Fed Cup triumph, they

NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL

had towering centre-blocker Ashwal Rai in the main six.
On Friday, Rai, forced to sit out by the Volleyball Federa-
tion of India (VFI)for late submission of transfer papers,
was a mere spectator. The hosts were let down by the al-
most non-existent blocks. Both skipper Karthik and the
inexperienced Bharath fetched the team just five points
in the entire match, It was probably the experience of
Railways setter Kapil Dev that made it easy for his team.
His ability to split the rival blocks gave his attackers a
free run. The other semifinal in the men’s category will
be between Kerala, who beat Uttarakhand in a five-set
thriller, and Punjab, who eased past Services 3-0.

Semis line-up: Men: Kerala vs Punjab; TN vs Railways; Women:
Railways vs West Bengal; Kerala vs Maharashtra/ Tamil Nadu
Results (Quarters): Men: Kerala bt Uttarakhand 3-2(25-21, 25-22,
23-25,14-25,15-12); TN bt UP 3-0(25-20, 25-17, 25-17); Punjab bt
Services 3-0 (25-19, 25-23, 25-16); Rlys bt Karnataka 3-1 (25-16,
22-25,25-17,25-22); Women: Rlys bt K'tka 3-0(25-17,25-3, 25-8);
Kerala bt AP 3-0 (25-13, 25-10, 25-11); WB bt Telangana 3-2 (25-
22,22-25,11-25,25-9,15-11)
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Railways stays on track
VOLLEYBALL / The defending champion takes on Tamil Nadu in the semifinals

N.SUDARSHAN -
A~
a side 2516, 22-25, 2517,

»

(=

§
g
§
)

LR ETEHFELEA NS VoESTEa

: it
kthhmMAmm
gnwmomdumgd_

: net or one sent out, all con-
tributed. However, from 20-19

< T

players

2 wounded lot, and in the third
set they came out in full f
‘The result was first-a 5-0 lead

which then stretched to 115,

Karnataka threatened to rearits

hesdb‘ydmhs‘:.dzglgh-.a
swifly subdued a5 the back. - Raffways' Sandeep Kumar (10) outwits the Karnataka defence inthe senior Nationsl volleybal
m&i" *: lmm dmbmhh.wumm

Even from thereon, Karnata- came out winning. It defeated breathing space. In the closing  The results: Quarterfinals: Mea: |
ka refused to wither away. It Uttarakhand 25-2, 25-22, 23-25, exchanges, -m blockby Ri- Kerala bt Uttarakhand 25-21, 2522, | 4
mﬁwmmww-m 14-25,15-12. ~ jas and two smashes 2325, 14-25, 15-12: Tamil Nadu bt i |
At that point, Railways, yet  Punjab, on the other hand, byJerome Vinith brought Kera- hmaﬁﬂﬁ%

again, upped its game. A innosmall measuretoln-  lathe win. jab bt Services 16 | 9
b5 e trap by dia iayes Gurinder Singh's _ AS in the men's section, the  Raays bt Ko 7536, 2.5, |
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Punjab pips Kerala in a pulsating contest |

VOLLEYBALL / Tamil Nadu defeats Karnataka easily, tops Group B on the basis of set-ratio

e
i
iy
§§igm§ v

-, _.
(KERA AN
9 =

SUPER STUFF: Punjab's Rajveer Singh and Hardeep Singh effectively block asmash fromthe Kerala  meet Servicesintwoofthefour but unformnately not well  Women: Uttar Pradesh bt 1&K
side in the National volleyball championship on Wednesday. — PHOTOS: 6.5 SAMPATH KUMAR quarterfinals. enough. It lost both the sets 2§ 754,256, 257,
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NATL VOLLEYBALL

UP & ==m_.m_.__m== Move Into Last 8

Express News Service

Bengaluru: Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand won their
men'’s qualifying matches to
enter the quarterfinals of the
64th national volleyball

- championships at the Sree

Kanteerava stadium here on

| .H_..E.mmm%

4

A
|

_ nmaﬁ Rajasthan
' packing with a 3-1 victory.
Uttarkhand won the first set
at 25-19, but lost the second
20-25. As the teams battled
it out, Uttarakhand bagged
the third at 27-25 and the

..........................................................................................................................................................

fourth at 25-19 to make the
last eight where they take on
Kerala. Uttar Pradesh had
to sweat it out against Andhra
Pradesh winning 3-2 at 21-

25, 25-21, 25-21, 19-25, 15-11
after 110 minutes of a ding
dong battle and will clash
with Tamil Nadu.

Hosts NBHDEB made the
women’s last eight grade
with a 3-0 victory at 25-16,
25-21, 25-14 in 74 minutes
over Haryana. Andhra
Pradesh women stunned
Punjab 3-0 at 25-12, 25-14,
25-19.

Railways, the men’s and
women’s title winners last
year, clash with hosts Karna-
taka in both the sections in
what promises to be riveting
affair.
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Hosts @%89 Tamil Nadu to Face Kerala
Express News Service .

A o e o

Bengaluru: It's Punjab ver-
sus Kerala and Railways
against Tamil Nadu in the
men's semifinals of the 64th
national volleyball champi-
onships, while in the wom-
en’s section, Railways meet
West Bengal and Kerala face
off against Tamil Nadu at the
Sree Kanteerava Indoor Sta-
dium on Saturday.

In men’s quarterfinal ac-
tion, Railways put paid to the
hopes of Fed Cup winners
and hosts Karnataka 3-1,
while Punjab put it across
Services 3-0 after Kerala had
beaten Uttarakhand 3-2 and
Tamil Nadu swamped Uttar
Pradesh 3-0.

Holders Railways knocked
out hosts Karnataka 3-0 in
the women'’s quarterfinals,
while Kerala got past Andhra
Pradesh by the same margin
to make the semis. West
Bengal downed Telangana
3-2 and Tamil Nadu beat
Maharashtra 3-2.

UP took a brief 7-3 lead,

=)

»El?gn:girggg_gs

but TN then roared back to
restore parity and level
scores at 16-16, before taking
charge, Once they settled
down, UP had no answer as
they were always ahead and
never looked back.

NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL B

serves, Kerala managed to
wriggle out, Vibin George, °
Rohith and Manu combined -
well as they bagged the first -
two sets. But Mohit Sehra-
wat, skipper Ranjit Singh

and Sukhjinder Singh did
well to pick up points for the
northern state, who levelled

at two-all. In the decider, Ut- -

B tarakhand briefly led 6- but

Uttarakhand provided
anxious moments to Kerala
as they came back from 2-0
down to level the scores, and
push the match into a de-
cider. With left-hander

Ragesh producing blistering

pressure led to the former’s
downfall.

Results (all quarterfinals): Men:

Kerala bt Uttarakhand 3-2
(25-21, 25-22, 23-25, 14-25,
15-12), Tamil Nadu bt Uttar
Pradesh 3-0 (25-20, 25-19,

25-17), Punjab bt Sevices 3-0
(25-19, 25-23, 25-16), Railways
bt Karnataka 5-1 (25-16, 22-25,

25-17, 25-22). Women: Indian
Railways bt Karnataka 3-0

(25-17, 25-03, 25-08), Kerala bt

Andhra Pradesh 3-0 (25-13,
25-10, 25-11), West Bengal bt
Telangana 3-2 (25-22, 22-95,

11-25, 26-09), Tamil Nadu bt - .

Maharashtra 3-2 (25-23, 25-
15, 19-25, 20-25, 18-16).

Unfiled Notes Page 8



‘TN Spikers Smash Way

to Group e osition

A Karnataka player gets it past Tamil Nadu blockers at the National

Volleyball Championships in Bengaluru on Wednesday | JITHENDRA M

VOLLEYBALL

Express News Service

Bengaluru: Tamil Nadu
steamrolled past Karnataka
3-0 to top group B in the
64th national volleyball
championships at the Sree
Kanteerava Indoor Stadium
here on Wednesday.

Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Services ended in that
order to make the last eight
grade. Except for the first set,
Karnataka were no match for
the TN players with Sakthi
Kumar and Riyazuddin put-
ting in brilliant displays at
the net. Their ability to sell
dummies had Karnataka
mixed up often as the ball fell
into vacant spots for win-

ners.

After leading 20-17, Kar-
nataka surrendered the ini-
tiative. Though the teams
managed to level scores till,
29-29, Tamil Nadu got the
decisive set points totake the
lead as Riyazuddin’s smash

went off the Karnataka play-
ers for winners,

It was Tamil Nadu all the
way in the second and third
sets. Had TN even dropped
aset, Karnataka would have
topped the group on a set-
score ratio but that was not
to be. Punjab defeated Ker-
ala 3-2 in a group A cliff-
hanger which had the large
crowd roaring on delight.
Results: Men: Group A: Punjab
bt Kerala 3-2 (25-23, 25-23,

17-25, 14-25, 1513). Group B: TN

bt Karnataka 3-0 (31-29, 25-21,
2546), Services bt Rajasthan 3-0
(25-20, 30-28, 25-18). Group C: WB
bt Pondicherry 3-0 (25-18, 25-20,
25-18), Maharashtra bt Delhi 3-0
(26-22, 25-18, 25-19). Broup D: HP
bt Goa 3-1(25-20, 21-25, 26-14,
28-26). Group E: MP bt Bihar 3-0
(25-22, 26-21, 25-21), Assam bt
Gujarat 3-0 (25-22, 26-24, 25-19).
Group F: Uttarakhand bt Tripura
3-0 (254, 25-11, 2513), Chhat~
tisgarh bt Jharkhand 3-1 (25-19,
26-28, 25-18, 25-23), Telangana
bt Jharkhand 3-0 (26-15, 25-22,
25-20).
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TN thrash Karnataka in volleyball: Fol-

lowing Karnataka men’s two splendid :
wins earlier in the Senior National Volley- :
ball championships in Bengaluru, the :
crowd, anticipating another victory, had :
comeinlargenumbers. Butthespectators’ :
joy wasshort-lived as the hosts, whobegan :
brightly, just pressed the self-destruct but- :
ton as the match wore on to surrender :
meekly 0-3 to neighbours Tamil Nadu on

Wednesday, reports R Satya.

The win meant that Karnataka, who :
neededtowinjustasettotopthegroup,fin- :
ished third behind their conquerors and :
Services. Tamil Nadu and Kerala, the two :
elite group toppers, will play teams that :

come through the playoffs on Thursday.
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Tamil Nadu men
make it to semis

R.Satya@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Tamil Nadu men made it to the semifinals of
the 54th Senior National volleyball championships after
scoringa 3-0(25-20, 25-17,25-17) win over Uttar Pradesh in
their quarterfinal encounter here on Friday Tamil Nadu
will face Railways in the last-four stage.

Meanwhile, it was payback time at the Sree Kanteera-
va Indoor Stadium. Having suffered a 0-3 defeat at the
hands of Karnataka in the semis of the Federation Cup
last year, Railways were gunning to get even. They
avenged thatdefeat with a 3-1 verdict. Unfortunately, Kar-
nataka just didn’t have the firepower to quell Railways’

challenge on the day During the Fed Cup triumph, they

NATIONAL VOLLEYBALL

had towering centre-blocker Ashwal Rai in the main six.
On Friday, Rai, forced to sit out by the Volleyball Federa-
tion of India(VFI)for late submission of transfer papers,
was a mere spectator. The hosts were let down by the al-
most non-existent blocks. Both skipper Karthik and the
inexperienced Bharath fetched the team just five points
in the entire match. It was probably the experience of
Railways setter Kapil Dev that made it easy for his team.
His ability to split the rival blocks gave his attackers a
free run. The other semifinal in the men’s category will
be between Kerala, who beat Uttarakhand in a five-set
thriller, and Puni&h, who eased past Services 3-0.

Semis line-up: Men: Kerala vs Punjab; TN vs Railways; Women:
Railways vs West Bengal; Kerala vs Maharashtra/ Tamil Nadu
Results (Quarters): Men: Kerala bt Uttarakhand 3-2 (25-21, 25-22,
23-25,14-25,15-12); TN bt UP 3-0(25-20, 25-17, 25-17); Punjab bt
Services 3-0 (25-19, 25-23, 25-16); Rlys bt Karnataka 3-1(25-16,
22-25,25-17,25-22); Women: Rlys bt K'tka 3-0 (25-17,25-3,25-8);
Kerala bt AP 3-0 (25-13, 25-10, 25-11); WB bt Telangana 3-2 (25-
22,22-25,11-25,25-9,15-11)
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