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TAKE THAT: Karnataka's Ashwal Rai (right) smashes the ball past: ..
‘defenders in the first men's semifinal. — PHOTO: M. PERIASAMY. i
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T.N. RAGHU
TIRUPUR, FEB. 20

The Tirupur air is full of
optimism about volleyball
as the Federation Cup has
returned to the textile hub
after 37 vears, The newly
formed Tirupur Volleyball
Trust (TVT) is determined
to keap the flag of the all-
action sport flying in
future after vears of lull.

V Eswaramurthi, presi-
dent of the trust, said
Tirupur has a great tradi-
tion in vollevball.
“Tirupur's contribution to
volleyball can’t be dis-
counted. Tirupur Textiles
Pvi. Ltd. under steward-
ship of E.
Sivasubramaniam ran a
highly successful club in
the 708 and 80s. Former
India playvers, Ramana
Rao and G.E. Sridharan,
were key members of the
Tirupur Textiles team,” he
added.

According to
Eswaramurthi, the late
Sivasubramaniam put

Tirupur on the Indian vol-
leyball map through his
club. “Even  though
Coimbatore was his home-
EEH his heart was in
._;E_EH. because of the
volleyball club. His volley-

...._1 1

... ) w I

ng up

Action during Tamil Nadu-Kerala in the semifinals of the 13.?.__:9._ Cup volleyball

championship at Tirupur on Saturday.

ball interest was Infec-
tlous. That's why we
named this VEALS
Federation Cup arena
after him.
Sivasubramaniam’s son 18

in charge of Tirupur
Textiles now and he has
inherited his father's vol-
levball passion,” he said.
The trust has ambitious
plans to develop volleyball
at grassroots level.

“Identifving talented boys
and girls in schools is our
main goal. We want to pro-
durce national and interna-
tional playvers from
Tirupur. Merit alone mat-
ters in sport and we want
our trust to be the launch
pad for talented children.
We are planning o con-
duct an annual inter
school tournament in
Tirupur district to identi-

Kerala prevailed over TN to reach the final.

fy talent for round-the-
year coaching,”
Eswaramurthi said.

The TVT, which already
has 130 members on its
roster, is ready to conduct
a top all-India tournament
every two years.
“Watching international
playvers will inspire youth
here to take up volleyball
It's up to the federation to
allot us eventzs. Our next

E_ Ti

rupur

target is staging the
national championship,”
Eswaramurthi said.

Money is not a big prob-
lem in Tirupur which has
a lot of businessmen with
an interest in sport.
“Sponsors love supporting
sports events because
entertainment options are
limited at Tirupur The
Tirupur ‘District
volleyball Association and
we are on the same page
regarding the develop-
ment of the game’™
Eswaramurthi sald,
adding that the budget for
the Federation Cup was
nearly ¥1 crore.

Tamil Nadu State
Vollevhall Association sec-
retary A.K. Chitrapandian
was all praise for the con-
duct of the Federation

‘up. “The TVT and the
district association have
pulled it off at short
notice. Tirupur  will
alwavs ‘have a speclal
place in my heart because
I was part of the Indian
Railways team that won

the Federation Cup here 37
years ago. 1 was also
adjudged the best In
defonce and the

Federation Cup payved the
way for my inclusion in
the Indian team,” he said.



VOLLEYBALL

Kerala women thrash TN

P Ramery Viswanarman & I - B
' TIRUPUR: Defending women's ii i #
champion Kerala set up a title ¥
clash with Indian Railways after 3 ' i ?
-i‘ i 2=

registering 1 25-21, 25-8, 25-15 win
over Tamil Nadu in a round-rob-
in clash of the 29th Federation
Cupvolleyball championship for
men and women for the Sulocha-
na Trophy here on Saturday.

Tamil Nadu started well and
took a 3-2 lead in the first set, but
Kerala fought back and made it

 10-8.

* 3
8 s
“COSCO

Close race

It was a close race till Tamil
MNadu wenr up 18-17 and it was
the last time they held the upper
hand over the oppoesition in the
match. Kerala came back strong-
lv, won six consecutive points,
made it 23-19, and did not look

back thereafter. e B~ s (i '_Iu_; S l
It was an embarrassing second 3 1 AT EAR 2 i }1 kh
set for the host as it was down 0-  § F

12 In quick time and never man-
aged to Tecover.

Even though Tamil Nadu im-
proved a bit, it was not enough to
challenge the opposition. At-
tacker Bhavani was in fine form
for the home team but she did

not get enough support.
The results: Women: H.Efﬂ-iﬂ bt Ta- HE r-'cﬂa's Sruthi prepargs to Spi I"lE pa st a Tﬂmil Hadu dEfEHd 2.

mil Nadu 25-21, 25-8, 25-15, — PHOTO: M. PERIASAMY
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FEDERATION CUP VOLLEYBALL

Kerala records its first win

RAJEEV VISWANATHAN

TIRUPUR: Kerala defeated Services 25-22, 25-20, 21-
25,26-24 in an inconsequential Group-A men’s en-
counter, in the. 29th Federation Cup volleyball
tournament (men and women) on Friday.

. This was the third consecutive loss for Services
while Kerala notched up its first win from three
matches. Uttarakhand and Karnataka have already
qualified for the last-four stage from this group.

Services slipped after leading 15-13 in the first
set. Kerala captain and Universal Jerome Vinith
led from the front, executing some good spikes
and blocks as his team went ahead 19-15.

Kerala took the first set 25-22 as Vinith came up
with a brilliant smash.

Vinith continued in the same fashion in the sec-
ond set too, Along with G.S. Akhin he gave Keralaa
10-5 lead. Services came close at 17-19 through the
efforts of Pankaj Sharma and Arjun Nath. But it
was not enough as Kiran’s smash went long and

Kerala won the set 25-20. In the third, spikes from
Kiran and Pankaj Sharma put Services 8-5 ahead.
Services continued to lead despite Vinith’s efforts.
Azeez'’s serve went long and Services took the set
25-21.

The fourth set turned out to be a humdinger
with both teams locked at 8-8. Once again it was
Vinith to the fore, blocking and spiking well. Ser- |
vices, through Pankaj and Arjun Nath, made a fight
of it as the lead kept changing.

Net infringements, along with poor serves, went
against both the teams and the score read 20-20.
Kerala missed a match point at 24-23 when Vi-
nith’s serve found the net. But, he made amends
with a smash to round off a fantastic game.

The results: Friday: Men: Kerala bt Services 25-22, 25-
20, 21-25, 26-24.

Women: Railways bt Bengal 23-25, 27-25, 25-15, 25-10.

Thursday: Men: TN bt Indian Universities 25-19, 27-29,
22-25, 25-18, 15-10.

Women: Railways bt TN 25-16, 25-13, 25-19.




Kerala Win
Kerala beat Services 3-11in a
men’s volleyball match of the
Federation Cup champion-
ship, held at Nanjappa Mu-
nicipal Higher Secondary
School, Tirupur.

Results: Men: Kerala bt Services
20-22, 25-20, 21-25, 26-24.
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TN to meet
Karnataka in SF
Results of Federation Cup
volleyball championship:
Men: Group B: Tamil Nadu
‘bt Indian Universities 25-19,
27-29, 22-25, 25-18, 15-10;
Railways bt UP 25-16, 25-
18,1-25, 25-19. Group A:
Uttarakhand bt Karnataka
25-16, 25-27, 25-21, 25-16.
SF line-up: Tamil Nadu vs
Karnataka; Uttarakhand vs
Indian Universities.




VOLLEYBALL

Uttarakhand men
defeat Karnataka

RAJEEV VISWANATHAN

TIRUPUR: Uttarakhand men de-
feated Karnataka 25-16, 25-27, 25-
21, 25-16 in a Group-A match of
the 29th Federation Cup volley-
ball championships here on
Thursday.

Defending champion Karna-
taka was tested by a relentless
Uttarakhand which took an
early 5-2 lead with a series of
smashes.

Blocker Navjit Singh and uni-
versal Vinit Kumar were out-
standing for Uttarakhand while
A. Karthik and Ashwal Rai kept
Karnataka in the game with oc-
casional spikes and blocks.

Uttarakhand maintained the
lead right through to win the
first set.

The tide turned a bit in the
second as Uttarakhand was un-

der pressure after Karnataka
took a 6-3 lead.

Uttarakhand, however, man-
aged to make it 6-7 and it was a
see-saw battle from there on.

The lead kept changing till it
was 15-15 and later 25-25, A. Kar-
thik’s drop followed by a smash
helped Karnataka clinch the set.

Karnataka continued in the
same vein in the third but Utta-
rakhand came back strongly
during the later stages to take a
2-11lead.

It was Uttarakhand all the way
in the fourth as it raced ahead
10-5 and later 19-13.

The results:

Men: Uttarakhand bt Kamataka
25-16, 25-27, 25-21, 25-16; Indian Rail-
ways bt U.P. 25-16, 25-18, 21-25, 25-
19.

Wednesday:

Men: Tamil Nadu bt Indian Univer-
sities 25-19, 27-29, 22-25, 25-18,
15-10.

Women: Indian Railways bt Tamil
Nadu 25-16, 25-13, 25-19.




TN Win Easy

Tamil Nadu defeated Indian
Universities 25-19, 27-20,
22-25, 25-18, 15-10 In a
men's volleyball match of the
Federation Cup champion-
ship, being held at Nanjappa
Municipal Higher Secondary
School, Tirupur.

Results: Men: Karnataka bt
Kerala 21-25, 25-23, 25-14,
97-25; Tamil Nadu bt Indian
Universities 25-19, 27-29, 22-
25, 25-18, 15-10.

Women: Indian Railway bt Tamil
Nadu 25-16, 25-13, 25-19.
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Action during the Services-Uttarakhand match in the
Federation Cup volleyball championship at Tirupur on
Tuesday. Uttarakhand won 25-19, 23-25, 25-23, 25-21. In
another match in the same group, Karnataka defeated
Kerala 21-25, 25-23, 25-14, 27-25.

L



VOLLEYBALL

Uttarakhand Karnataka advance

g

TIRUPUR: Uttarakhancl and Kar-
nataka entered the semifinals of
the 29th Federation Cup volley-
ball tournament here on
Wednesday.

While Uttarakhand defeated
Services 25-19, 23-25, 25-23, 25-
21, Karnataka beat Kerala 21-25,
25-23, 25-14, 27-25.

Uttarakhand won its second
match on the trot in men’s
Group A with India setter Ranjit
Singh having a fantastic game.
His set pieces helped Vinit Ku-
mar and Sukhjindar Singh spike
at regular intervals.

Pankaj Sharma and Kiran led
the charge with good spikes
while Arjun Nath blocked well
and closed the gap for Services,
making it 17-18. But effective

i FEDERATION CUP

blocking by Mohit Sehrawat and
Navijit Singh helped Uttarak-
hand clinch the first set 25-19.

Uttarakhand went ahead 6-2
in the second set too with Vinit
Kumar getting his smashes
right.

But Services clawed its way
back to 7-7 with Kiran’s spikes
finding their mark. Services
kept pace with its opponent till
14-14 when a sense of compla-
cency crept into Uttarakhand's

MAKING IT COUNT: Vinit Kumar, who was instrumental in
Uttarakhand getting past Services, prepares for a smash.

game. It helped Services take
the lead for the first time in the
match, making it 23-20 and with
A, Anshad’s successful smash, it
closed out the set 25-23.

Using their height to good ad-
vantage, Uttarakhand’s Vinit
and Navijit used the block effec-
tively and spiked well, but Ser-
vices managed to keep pace,
thanks to the good work by Ki-
ran, Devender and Anshad.

A lucky break came Uttarak-
hand’s way when Vinit's serve
kissed the net and dropped out
of the Services players’ reach.

Vinit then followed it up with

a smash as Uttarakhand won the
third set 25-23.

With both teams going for
broke, errors resulted and
serves either landed long or
crashed into the net. At 16-16,
Uttarakhand, using its experi-
ence, pulled away for a 20-17
lead. Mohit and Gurchand Singh
blocked well to pick up points
for the team and Vinit settled
the matter with a smash.

With these defeats, Services
and Kerala were knocked out.

Other results: Men: Karnataka bt
Kerala 21-25, 25-23, 25-14, 27-25. On
Tuesday: Indian Railways bt Punjab
25-21, 25-16, 25-20.




Uttarakhand Men Enjoy Fiekd Day Versus oervices

' Chennai: Uttarakhand de-
feated Services 3-0inamen’s
volleyball match of the Fed-
eration Cup championship in
Tirupur on Wedniesday.

- Mem: Uttarakhand bt Services
049, 1505, 2805, B-11
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K.Murugan, CEO, Volleyball Federation of India and Life President, Tamilnadu State "folleyhall Association

inaugurated the Federation Cup Velleyball Championship.

Karnataka beat Services
in Federation Cup Volleyball

Tirupur, Feb, 16:
Kamataka defeated Ser-
vices 25-21, 25-23, 25-20
in the 29th Federation
Cup volleyball tournament
for the Sulochana Trophy
at the Nanjappa Boys
HSS here.

Earlier, K.Murugan,
CEO, Volleyball Fed-
eration of India. and Life
President,

ciation inaugurated the
Federation Cup Volleyball
championship.

The Tirupur ‘Volleyball
Trust and Tirupur District
Volleyball Association
is conducting this event
under the auspices of
Volleyball Federation and
Tamilnadu State Volley-

Tamilnadu
State Volleyball Asso- -

ball Association. °

Though Kamataka start-
ed sluggishly, Ashwal
Rai's blocks ensured his
side was neck and neck
in the first set with Ser-
vices. With captain TD.
Ravi Kumar coming up
with some crucial smash-
es, Karnataka opened
up a 22-16 lead and
then closed the set out
25-21.

A couple of early
smashes by Servic-

‘es blocker Lijo Joseph

helped his side lake the
upper hand in the second
set. However, Ashwal
came up with three out-
standing spikes to see
Karnataka rally from 6-9
down to 11-9. A see-saw

battle ensued, and it was
soon 21-21.

But, Ashwal produced a
superb smash to put his
side two sets up.

TN downs UP

Tamil Nadu defeated
an inexperienced Uttar
Pradesh™ 25-15, 25-15,
25-20 in their Group-B
encounter.

For the host, attacker
M. Naveen Raja Jacob
came up with some good
smashes while captain
G.R. Vaishnav used
his height to good ef-
fect to nullify the UP
attackers.

Tamil Nadu coach P
Sundaram said the vic-
tory will keep us in good
stead for the matches

against Railways and
Punjab.

“We had a comfortable
win. Uttar Pradesh -
not be a strong team but
games agdinst_ Railways
and Punjab will be tough
and the boys are up for
it .

The results: Men:
Men: Karnataka bt Ser-
vices 25-21, 25-23, 25-20;
Uttarakhand bt Kerala 25-
21, 25-19, 25-18.

Indian Universities b
Indian Railways 25-21
20-25, 25-16, 24-26, 15
13.

Tamil Nadu bt Uns
Pradesh 25-25, 25-25, 20.

Women: Kerala bt-West
Bengal 25-12, 25-16,
25-18.



VOLLEYBALL

Uttarakhand, Karnataka advance

mum VISWANATHAN o

TIRUPUR: Uttarakhand and Kar-
nataka entered the semifinals of
the 29th Federation Cup volley-
ball tournament here on
Wednesday.

While Uttarakhand defeated
Services 25-19, 23-25, 25-23, 25-
21, Karnataka beat Kerala 21-25,
25-23,25-14, 27-25.

Uttarakhand won its second
match on the trot in men's
Group A with India setter Ranjit
Singh having a fantastic game.
His set pieces helped Vinit Ku-
mar and Sukhjindar Singh spike
at regular intervals.

Pankaj Sharma and Kiran led
the charge with good spikes
while Arjun Nath blocked well
and closed the gap for Services,
making it 17-18. But effective

FEDERATION CUP

blocking by Mohit Sehrawat and
Navjit Singh helped Uttarak-
hand clinch the first set 25-19.
Uttarakhand went ahead 6-2
in the second set too with Vinit
Kumar getting his smashes
| right
. But Services clawed its way
back to 7-7 with Kiran's spikes
finding their mark. Services
kept pace with its opponent till
14-14 when a sense of compla-
cency crept into Uttarakhand’s

MAKING IT COUNT: Vinit Kumar who was instrumental in
Uttarakhand getting past Sewlnes, prepares for a smash.

game, It helped Services take
the lead for the first time in the
match, making it 23-20 and with
A, Anshad's successful smash, it
closed out the set 25-23.
Using their height to good ad-
Uttarakhand's Vinit
and Navjit used the block effec-
tively and spiked well, but Ser-
vices managed to keep pace,
thanks to the good work by Ki-
ran, Devender and Anshad.

A lucky break came Uttarak-
hand's way when Vinit's serve
kissed the net and dropped out
of the Services players’ reach.

Vinit then followed it up with

a smash as Uttarakhand won the
third set 25-23.

With both teams going for
broke, errors resulted and
serves either landed long or
crashed into the net. At 16-16,
Uttarakhand, using its experi-
ence, pulled away for a 20-17
lead. Mohit and Gurchand Singh
blocked well to pick up points
for the team and Vinit settled
the matter with a smash.

With these defeats, Services

and Kerala were knocked out.

Other results: Men: Karnataka bt
Kerala 21-25, 25-23, 25-14, 27-25. On
Tuesday: Indian Railways bt Punjab
25-21, 25-16, 25-20.
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Action during the Indian Universities-Uttar Pradesh match in the Federation Cup volleyball at Tirupur on
Tuesday. Indian Universities, mainly comprising players from SRM, won in straight sets.




Action during the Services-Uttarakhand match in the Federation Cup volleyball championship at Tirupur on
Tuesday. Uttarakhand won 25-19, 23-25, 25-23, 25-21. In another match in the same group, Karnataka defeated
Kerala 21-25, 25-23, 25-14, 27-25.



Indian Universities enters last-four stage

B rv Viswaoampan

TIRUPUR: Afier performing giant-
killing acts  against National
_vhampion Indian Railways and
Punjab. Indian Universities reg-
istered its third consecutive win
by defesting Uttar Pradesh 26-
24, 252 2520 in the men's
Group B encounter in the 2%h
Federation Cup vollevball tour-
nament for the Sulochana Tro-
rhy here on Tuesday.

With this win. Indian Univer-
sities entered the semifinals,

UT, after irs inepr display
against Tamil Nadu in their first

[

match, showed signs of improve-
ment.

With twu back-to-back march-
es in the previous nights, Indian
Universities looked a bit jaded,
UT. thoagh, did nat ke full ad-
wvantage,

FED CUP VOLLEYBALL

Both teams were neck-1o-neck
In the first ser IUs R Anga-
muthue was brilliant as he Jefend-
ed well and came up with good
spikes. Captain Omveer Maan
did the same for UT* as the score
reached 9-9,

e o

volleyball tournament on Tuesday.

; ..f._r e
INTENSE TUSSLE: Indlan Universities and Uttar Pradesh fight it out in the 29th Federation Cup

Then. 1U pulled ahead to make
it 21-18. UP fought back to level
the score at 24-24, but good
smashes by artackers T, Sathri-
van and Ramankumar helped IU
clinch the firs) set 2-24,

UP started off well in the sec-
ond but sumehow lest the way in
the middle. IU pulled away to
make 1t I7-12. Players from both
teams committed errors while
SERVEnE.

Meat spikes by Nishant [ha and
Rajat Choudhary  helped UP
claw bBack (o make o 1719, At 21-
21 UIs lack of coordination at
the net helped 1U win four con-

secutive points and clinch the
sevond set 2521,

The third set was trending the
same way as the first two with
Both teams locked at 77, Soon.
U made it 14-8 when a couple of
successiul blocks by Saurabh
were followed by pood spikes
UP made it 1415 when Choud-
hary and Omvyeer etiecied pre-
cise smashes. Lack of concentra-
tien cost UT as it continued to
fose crucial points,

1L again bifted s game as An-
pamuthu continued to spike with
clinical precision, making it 21-17.
U tred its best hut it was too hit-
tle. as IU closed our the set and
the match at 25- 200,

“Players are very hungry 1o do
well and prove themselves s 2
to get selected for the national
team. [t is a very young team, so
wi are very happy 1o reach the
semifinals before Panjab, Indian
Railways and Tamil Nadu, We
are playing really well. We just
necd to block better,” said the In-
dian Universitics coah %,
Dikshing Moorthy.

The results:

Men: Indian Unmversitres bt Uttar
Pracdesh 26-24, 25-21. 25-20.

On Monday: Indian Universitios, bt
Punjab 23-25, 25.21, 25-16, 2%-18.

Women: Tamil Madu bt West Ben-
gal 2316, 25-22, 2513,




Indian Universities
prevail

Results of Federation Cup

volleyball tournament at

Tirupur: Group B: Indian

Universities bt Indian

Railways 25-21, 20-25, 25-16,

24-26, 15-13; Group A:

Karnataka bt Services 25-21,
25-23, 25-20. Uttarakhand bt
Kerala 25-21, 25-19, 25-18.
Women: Kerala bt West
Bengal 25-12, 25-16, 25-18.

Action during the Karnataka-

Karnataka won 25-21

4 20

23,25

20

N

Services match in the Federation Cup <c__m<cm__ championship in Tirupur on Monday.



VOLLEYBALL

Karnataka trumps Services

RAJEEV VISWANATHAN

TIRUPUR: Karnataka defeated
Services 25-21, 25-23, 25-20 in
the 29th Federation Cup volley-
ball tournament for the Sulo-
chana Trophy at the Nanjappa
Boys HSS here on Monday.

Though Karnataka started
sluggishly, Ashwal Rai’s blocks
ensured his side was neck and
neck in the first set with Servic-
es. With captain T.D. Ravi Ku-
mar coming up with some cru-
cial smashes, Karnataka
opened up a 22-16 lead and then
closed the set out 25-21.

A couple of early smashes by
Services blocker Lijo Joseph
helped his side take the upper
hand in the second set. Howev-

er, Ashwal came up with three
outstanding spikes to see Kar-
nataka rally from 6-9 down to
11-9. A see-saw battle ensued,
and it was soon 21-21.

But, Ashwal produced a su-
perb smash to put his side two
sets up.

The third pretty much went
the way of the second, with Ser-
vices taking the early lead only
for Karnataka to fight back and
pull away to finish it off in

straight sets.

The results:

Men: Karnataka bt Services 25-21,
25-23, 25-20; Uttarakhand bt Kerala
25-21, 25-19, 25-18.

Indian Universities bt Indian Rail-
ways 25-21, 20-25, 25-16, 24-26,
15-13.




Karnataka Men Ease
Past Services Spikers
‘

Express News Service

Chennai: Karnataka de-
feated Services 3-0inamen’s
volleyball match of the Fed-
eration Cup, held at Nan-
jappa Municipal Hr Sec
School, Tirupur on Monday.
K Murugan, CEO, Volleyball
Federation of India and Life
President, TN State Volley-
ball Association, inaugurated
the championship.
Results: Men: Karnataka bt
Services 29-21, 26-23, 20-20;
Uttarkhand bt Kerala 25-21,
26-19, 2018,



O Gyagen Ganiouianan Gfu malijy Guny
[Boiyho Qerg Opridsn] oo s

viL_Gragetr Gsre
ewussTer CsPw ensLiLpg Frotluer et Guimi_ig L
Ly pEpeLium yevwser GevBlenevliLieref] enLogTes SS6
@air oy (@5muip pus@penio) wpgev 21~ CoS) auewy pLSEDSI.
@Pev gyevwrser Liflailey SipTL_&T, CHFerT, 2 ST HTeHTL,
griraizen (e Lflay), sL0pHT®, @bSweir GlruilevGea, LiEhaTL,
2 57197051, QBHW Lvsmasspsd (U Lifla)) 98w
9jewfls@mLd, L ser Liflallev @pSweir GlyullevGey, Gasgen,
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Tamil Nadu down UP

Results of Federation Cup volley-
ball tournament at Tirupur: Tamil

Nadu bt Uttar Pradesh 25-15, 25-

15, 25-20. -

The following players have been
selected to represent the Indian
Universities volleyball men’s team
for the Federation Cup which is
underway at Tirupur.

The squad: Amankumar (Setter),
A. Muthusamy (Setter), L. Manoj
(Blocker), Saurabh (Blocker), V.

Selvapandi (Blocker),
Ramankumar  (Attacker), T.
Sathriyan (Attacker), Amit
(Attacker), Ashamathullah
(Attacker), R. Angamuthu

(Universal), Subham Chouwdhry

(Universal), . R. Rtgnanathan
(Libero). Head S.
Dakshinamoorthy; Assistant

coach: Rajesh Kumar; Assistant
coach: R. Mohana Krishnan;
Manager: K. Vaithianathan.




BLHADU D GES T

Vaishnayv :m_.:ma
captain i
The Tamil Zmnﬂ men’s
and women’s volleyball
teams that will take part
in the Federation Cup at

~ Tirupur from February 14

to 21 ‘have  been

announced. G. Vaishnav
will captain the men’s
and = K.
rmwmrgﬁﬁwm will . Hmmn_

team

the women’s team.
The squads: Men: G.

Vaishnav (captain), Sathish,
Ukkarapandian,

Dhinakar,
Gokul, Naveen Raja Jacob,
Karthick,
Riyazuddin, Selva Prabhu,

Annammal.
._A:m_..:m...._oo_.@ i

Anandraj,

_u_.m<mm:. >mi_: nomn_. P.
Sundaram. Assistant coach:
Ramesh. Zm:muo_‘. R.

~ Devaraj. <<o=.5= Utkaesha
Dharma Sonawane, V. Maniju,

G, mmr:\m_mxm::.:. 5

_.Zo=m=m<m=_. V. Bhavani, J.
Monisha,
Lakshmipriya (captain), L.

E. Poovitha, K.

Iswariya, S. Priya, Bala

- Ramya, S. Navya. Coach: A.

Dhinakaran. >am_mnm:n coach:
Zn:muﬁ. P.



VOLLEYBALL

Railways is favourite

RAJEEV VISWANATHAN
TIRUPUR: The Federation Cup vol-
leyball championship for men
and women for the Sulochana
Trophy will get underway on
Sunday at the Nan]appa Boys
HSS here.

Thirteen (nine men and four
women) teams will take part in
the eight-day championship.

FEDERATION CUP

Railways will start favourite
in both men’s and women'’s cate-
gories. Tamil Nadu men have
won the title once and have fin-
ished runners-up twice. Kerala
women have triumphed twice
and placed second once.

Bengal women’s team’s coach
Biswajit Ghosh was cautious
ahead of his team’s clash against
Kerala “We are missing central

blockers, Thakur Moni and Pri-

yanka. But libero Primosmita,

who was with the Railways
squad in the senior National, has
been released and is a part of our
team now.”

Railways’ men’s coach Naresh
Kumar sounded very confident.
“We have brought youngsters
for this tournament. Vikas and

- Manikandan are setters in place

of K.G. Kapil Dev and R. Prabhu
while Mohan is in place of Na-
render Singh as central blocker.”

Defending men’s champion
Karnataka along with Kerala, Ut-
tarakhand and Services are in
Group ‘A’ while last year’s run-
ner-up Tamil Nadu along with
Railways, Punjab, Indian Uni-
versities and Uttar Pradesh are
in Group ‘B’.

In the women’s category, de-
fending champion Kerala, last
year’s runner-up Railways, Ta-
mil Nadu and West Bengal are
taking part in the event which be
held in the round-robin-league
format.



