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“Win or losc J&K glrls keen to score some points

101

Vijesh.MVtimesgroup.com

Kozhikode: They are shy
in nature and some playors
ave still hesitant to play in
shorts, they don't mind wai-
ting lfor their opponents for
an oternity, but the givls
from Jammu and Kashmir
are here to score some po-
ints, not just on the court
but off it aswell.

Ready to play their first
game  against  Delhi, a
bunch of excited girls from
J&K reached the venue ear-
ly and even had a small
warm-up session only to be
told that their opponents
hadn't arrived at the venue
because of inadequate
tmnsport facilities, The or-

They
and took the court someti-
me later onily to offer ameck
surrender against highly-
fancied Delhi.

~ They didn’t mind losing
as the experience of play-
ing in front of a sizeable
number of fans in a natio-
nal volleyball champions-
hip after having travelled
all the way from thenorthof

-----------------

gamzers {:quested the J &K.
t 3

didn't complain

.\« i P :

\ xmw“u

N RN Y

----------------- R R N RN R E

Jammu and Kashmlr girls during their game against Delhi in the
national volleyball championship at Kozhikode

the country to the south
was second to none for
them.
“Coachingawomen's te-
am in Jammu and Kashmir
isnotan easy task atall. We
had to address alot of hurd-

les before preparing this te-
am for this championship. I
know my playersarenotthe
best in this tournament but
Iamhappy thatthey are get-
tingalot of exposure,” J&K
coach Muneer Alam told

[(EERERRERARNIN SN R R R AR AN AN AL SR RS R

TOIon Wednesday.

Apgainst  Delhi, J&K
struggled in all depart-
ments. Thoir reception was
poor, defence was below-par
and attack lacked power.
Bul according to Alam, this
towrnament is not just abo-
ut performance for his
girls.

“Yeah, it's easy to blame
the performance. Most of
my glrls are from conserva-
tivefamiliesandweevenar-

rango sessions with play-

ers’ parentswhen their kids
start training in volleyball.
Taking a girl out of Kash-
mir is like taking their he-
artformany of them. If the-
se girls continue training,
they can improve their ga-

provinces pl.:y a hu, role in
developing the mindset of

people in Jammu and Kash-
mir, says the coach.

“All my players are stu-
dents. Some are under-gra-
duates and some are doing
post-graduation. They have

great physiqueand theyare '

very aggressive in nature, I
just want to channelize the-

ir aggression in a more po- -

me in the (.oming years,”

sitive way. That helps them
everywhoere,” the coach ad-
ded. Urwah Hinan, one of
the senior players in the si-
de, says volleyball has hel-
ped her mould herself.

A PG student in law in
Kashmir University, Ur-
wah hopes to reach more
heights through her game.

“1 am now the vice-cap-
tain of this side, Many girls
have been showing interest
to play volleyball. But the
number of matches and to
urnaments are very less ir
our place. If we get more ex
posure, we can produce de
centresults,” said Urwah.

Sadiya Hussain, who ga
ve up badminton for volley:
ball, says it was not easy in
the beginning. “Though my

tr .nnin;, under Mam sir,
volleyball

has turned out to be the big-
gest passion in life,” said
Sadiya. Alam knows his te
am may not be able to beaf
their more formidable op
ponents in the tournamen
for him and his bunch of
girls playing in the tourna
mentislike winningitin it
self.
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TIMES SPORT

KERALA START IN STYLE

Men Brush Aside The Challenge From Rajasthan While Women Ease Past Telangana

lijesh MV@timesgroup.com

yzhikode: Kerala men and
men began their campa-
1in the 66th Senior Natio-
1 Volleyball Champions-
y for Men and Women at
licut Trade Centre Indoor
wdium with highly impres-
e wins over their oppo-
nts on Wednesday. Jerome
nith C and GS Akhin stole
2 first day's show for Kera-
men as they thrashed Ra-
than in straight sets 25-20,

Kerala women too faced
problem in their opening
tch as they eased past Te-
gana 16-25, 14-25, 23-25.
> Telangana girls stret-
d Kerala in the final set,
]ling the scores many a
e in the set, but the expe-
ice of Kerala girls saw
1 through. For Kerala,
tain G Anjumol led from
front with a fine all-ro-
show.

{arnataka men too not-

| up two impressive wins
their opponents in the
r matches to he played
e openingday.

3

AL
- .

Kerala's P Rohit (centre wearing yellow

jersey) unleashing a powerful smash against Rajasthan

First, they accounted for
Bihar in straight sets with
Anup D’Costa playing a stel-
lar role in their win. They
won 25-12, 25-14, 25-17. Later

in the afternoon, Karnataka
brushed aside the challenge
from Chhattisgarh in Group
B with a 25-23, 25-22, 25-21
win.

In the men's match aga-
inst Rajasthan, Kerala domi-
nated right from the start.
Though they allowed Rajast-
han to pick some points in

Karnataka men too
notched up two im-
pressive wins over
their opponents in the
other matches to be
played on the opening
day

theopeningset, Keralanever
allowed their opponents an
opportunity for a comeback.
Kerala, with twotalented set-
ters in the side in N Jithin
andMuthuSami,usedthese-
cond and final sets to try dif-
ferent combinations repla-
cing even the in-form capta-
in Jerome in the third set.
Muthu Sami was at his best
in the first two sets but with
Jithin taking the role of set-
ter in the third, Kerala shif-
ted gears and finished off the
proceedingsinjustanhour.
Kerala were far better
than Rajasthan in all depart-
ments of the game but what
stood out was their defensive
excellence. Rajasthan's Sonu
Kumar Jakhar and Suresh
Khoiwal tried their best to
break the Kerala defence but
their efforts went in vain as
Akhin, Jerome and C Ajith
Lalstood firm.

Kerala captain Jerom

“was a happy man after th

first match. “It wasagood gz
me. We expected a toug
match but everything wo!
ked out well for us in th
end,” Jerome said after th
match. In the women’s in
sion, defending champlorx
Railways too had a walk |
the park over West Bengal 2
11, 25-19, 25-6.
Results: Men: Karnataka 3 bt Bihar
25-12, 25-14, 25-17; Chhattisgart
bt Jammu & Kashmir 0: 25-15, 25-
25/5; Uttarakhand 3 bt Goa 0: 25-
25-18, 31-29: West Bengal 3btJha
hand 1: 25-15, 20-25, 25-09, 30-
Gujarat beat Madhya Pradesh (3
25-15, 25-23, 23-25, 25-19; Hary:
beat Assam (3-0) 25-12, 25-15,
19; Chandigarh beat Tripura (3-0)
15, 25-12, 25-5; Maharashtra t
Pondicherry (3-1) 25-20, 21-25,
23,25-20.
Women: Himachal Pradesh 3
Chhattisgarh 1: 12-25, 25-20, 25
25-21; Haryana 3 bt Tripura 0: 25
25-03, 25-0; Delhi 3 bt Jamm
Kashmir 0: 25-03, 25-13, 25-14;
ways 3 bt West Bengal 0: 25-11
19, 25-6; Gujarat beat Uttarak
(3-0) 25-7, 25-6, 25-10; Punjab
Bihar (3-0) 25-9, 25-13, 25-13;
nataka beat Pondicherry (3-0) 2
25-10, 25-17; Odissa beat Mi;
{(3-0) 25-16, 25-19, 25-18; Ci
garh beat Jharkhand (3-0) 25-1
16, 25-19.
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